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Entering the packed and competitive sub-£1,000 integrated
amplifier arena, Paul Rigby reviews the Cyrus ONE

The ONE is more than an amplifier, at least to me. It's the beginning of
a new era. lt brings hope and it establishes a statement of intent. And,
frankly, it's about bloody time.

For a long time — far too long — | have been reviewing Cyrus hardware
wrapped in an outmoded, old fashioned and clunky chassis with an
interface that only Sinclair Spectrum 8-bit computer fans would admit
to loving.



The design looked like a novelty that stayed for the week-end but
moved in for years, lacking style and panache and giving the Cyrus
brand a stale, outmoded and dated look while the interface was hard
to see, featuring a sickly green screen displaying blocky text and
numerals that appeared to be a failed ‘join the dots’ puzzle book
project. It got to the point where | believed Cyrus was in big trouble
and | expected to receive an email saying that the company had died.
The whiff of decay was in the air. Now? There is energy, there is
vitality, there is life!
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This new 100W Class D design is more than a refresh, it welcomes
Cyrus into the 21st century. It modernises the design, offers a sleek
yet confident chassis and removes, completely, the read-out. The
ONE doesn’'t need it.

There has been some comment about the brief light show that occurs
when the ONE is powered up. Don’t be mislead here. It’s too brief to
matter and is of no consequence in terms of you, the user. What it
does highlight, though is the large source selector on the left and the
volume knob on the right. Dimmable lights surround each to focus on
the correct setting while an unobtrusive power switch lies on the
bottom left.

Another aspect of the ONE’s design is the lack of the usual DAC.
Current product launches seem to reflect a certain panic-stricken
effort to pack as much into boxes as possible for fear of lagging
behind in terms of connectable source devices and possible
accusations of a lack of value for money. As far as 'm concerned, the



more you pack into a small box, the greater the chance of increasing
the noise floor. No featured DAC? Good. I'm a happy reviewer.

What is included is aptX-powered Bluetooth, an AV bypass mode to
give it power amp facilities in a home cinema plus a built-in phono

amplifier for turntables. A headphone socket sits on the front fascia

too. The rear also reveals three extra pairs of RCA inputs, a second
set of speaker connections and a mini-USB connection for software
upgrades.

The rear plate design is not as well done as, for example, Heed’s
similarly priced integrated amplifier, the Elixir. The ONE is a touch
crowded which means that the more cables you insert into the rear,
the more fiddly the task will be. The only other issue is the tiny remote
control. This accessory feels rather cheap and nasty and is so small,
that it is prone to loss. That said, it does the job and works without any
issues.

SOUND QUALITY

I began with a slice of jazz on CD and Lou Donaldson’s Three Little
Words from the 1959 Blue Note album, LD + 3 also starring Gene






